Fall Trees

by Rosanne Bane

In the fall, the leaves on some trees change color. These trees are called
deciduous, which means “to fall down” Can you guess why these trees are
called deciduous? The leaves on maple
trees become red; birches tumn yellow, and
oak trees turn red or brown.

Other trees, such as pines and
spruces, are called evergreens because their
leaves are always green. The leaves of these
trees are usually very narrow and are called
needles. You might have had this kind of
tree in your house for Christmas.

Can you identify the trees by the
color of their leaves? If you look closely,
you'll notice that the shape of the leaf is
often very similar to the shape of the tree.

It's not so easy to identify evergreen
trees. Instead of looking at the color of the
leaves, you have to look at the shape of the
needles and how they are attached to the
branches. Pine trees have long needles in
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sending sap to the ends of the branches and the leaves die, just as
your cat or dog sheds its fur.

There is one deciduous
tree that doesn't lose its leaves
in the fall. The leaves on the
great oak turn red, then brown
and stay on the branches until
spring when the new leaves
push the old dead ones off.
There is a folk tale that ex-
plains why this is so. Folk
tales aren't true the way scientific facts are true; they have a
deeper truth that isn't so easy to see.







