1h all the: trownbde in the world—
all the talk of war, o stalled
econony, the iragic crosh of the
Columbia—aking time for our
creative inereads sonseiimes seems rvial
aned imelevamt. What possible differemee
dies it moke when we make time for cre

aleve pruciice!

Broemdn Uelind answered that gues-
b when she published I Yoo Wt re
Wrise bk in 1938, Her response is jusi
a5 valid wekay: “Why should we all use
QU Crealive prowvier il wrile or it or
play musie, of whatever i tells s o do?
Becuuse there is nothing than makes peo-
ple so peperous, joviul, lively, bobd amd
commpassionale, 50 indiflerent o Rghing
amd the seoumulution of objecis wd
MOy,

|':|.uL‘I||.':|1|_g our creativity makes us
CEME TS sl [t [TH I S TRl | CINPIWErs
us. It makes uy bl amld lively because if
libermtes ws, Amed of mokes s COITIPIS-
siomate because creativity luns us on oo
spiritugl journey that challenges us o
become who we are mesnt 10 be. When
we bepin o realive the depths of o
soul, we learn compassion for cursclves,
whsch A0 uci iwlbrws os to feel COTTNpSLS-
sicst foor aothieis, Belore l;r\-q,:nlr.iq_':,- Lepghes
s these things, we wand b project our
own imperfections—tw wards aml pim-
ples of our incomplete ad inicdegquate
personalitics—aonis ofhers, ke them
the ewil ones, In other words, we wanl o
perpeluabe the problems.

Adbert Einstein observed, "Problems
canned be solvesd ot the same level of
awireness that created them,” We have o
g 1 0 higher or deeper level of awane-
mess, which s whar creatvery = all
n':ktlllr—dlil'l'ln;_l OUE codsciousiess  amd
o ewareness. This bs med b Bl cre
ativity 1o problem-solving, b those wiso
prctice cremlivity on g regular basis aie
bar e Tikely 1o have the agile minds
kit cain recognize on innovative solition.
Al oh my, the wordd does =0 pecd
innovabive solutons dght mow?

The Column

Why Creativity Matters Now

Bt we're nol fnmous physicisis. We
don’t have the politcal clout 1o make o
difference. How much difference can our
puny pracrice muke? There is o neal
unswer fo thal except that 95 certainly
mich bigger than we bnagine, You never
ko biov far @ tiny ripgle wall teavel,

I oy kmowy that um can change the
wirkd, that one crealive act ean e in
i events thel tmnsfonm the world, |
do know that effective change begins
within amd mowves ol o the workd as a

naturnl reflection of personal commit- |

miend ani developisent,

| do know that art can
change the world, that
one creative act can set
in motion events that
transform the world.
| do know that
effective change begins
within and moves out
into the world as a
natural reflection of
personal commitment
and development.

And I knosy that i we abunden whal
brings eair hearts joy amd minkes oor spir-
its soar, i we forsake our responsihilily
to gl on the perscaal challenaes thad call
us 1o be who we are ouly meant o be,
then we hove let the Encimy {owever
v dhefine that) win!

By Rosanne Bane

fsen fo ke pvaifest the glory of God
Fhued ux it g, f°5 svor fasy fn ose of
s A evereone, A e et v e
light shime, we pnecovsciousiy give other
||.:'¢!'I.I||‘JIII' s o ao e ome, AN e
are liferded frwn e owir fearn our
prresenor aifosma ooty fbvmtes affiers,
Creativity is never mivial, We connot
mdeguitely judge our own creativily
becuuse we comned see how far the rip-
pes of our small contribution will go.
Marisnne Willinmson had o reason-
able awdicnee Tor ber book, Rerum feo

| Lemve. Bt it weasn' T umi] Nelson Mandola

guoted ber in his Ieaugurl Address tha
her words were heand rowsd the world 1o
mspare wivledd millions of people o ke
meaningiol action,

Aawe Frank didn't think anyone
wiortkld read her duary, Yet she kept writing
in it fathfully, Becowse Annc told the

| simple truiths ol her heard, her words

Melson Mandala quoted  Muarianne |

Whillaammzon 1o remind us:

Vi pheneimgy small doesn 't serve the
warkd. There iv matleing  ealizhieming
oot shrinking s Pt oter people
went 't fieed dnveciire aimnerd o We e

became o powerful  rellection  and
response w0 whit happensd when the
Mazis come fo bear her workd apan

10 b= importume o lel our creativily,
whatewer Forms wie express it respond 1o
what is happening now. Write. Sing.
Dance. Sculpt. Paint. Perform. Take a
stand. Wi need o pul our creativily, our
smull persomal truths, our fears ond our
COUrAge, our anger and o joy, our com-
pission and our reverence Tor life imio
everything we do. We need oo bet our Iife
el our Tight shine. IE 8= in every ome of
us! @

Kowamme Bane i o creativity eoach;
autior of Dancing in the Dogon’s Den:
Bekimdling the Creatve Fire inm Your
Shadow: and Sy been fepchiine creaiivi-
oy fer over 13 vears, Ar apgpreenticoe affili-
afe af e MWinneseda chapler of the
ol Speaker's Advec,  Bere Doy
giverl PreseRianons o crealiviy o M,
Lened (' Lerkes, the American Creanvity
overs,  Beacly  Rer ar

Aanent, el
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